DEBATE ON SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.       [FEB. 13.

Thus,  my lords, all  the  evidence  of his late majesty
vanishes into nothing more than the whisper of a spy.

But as great stress ought, doubtless, to be laid upon
intelligence which the nation is believed to purchase at a
very high price, let it be inquired, what proofs those have
who dare to suspect the sagacity of our ministers, to put
in the balance against their intelligence, and it will be dis-
covered, my lords, that they have a testimony no less than
that of the German emperour himself, who could not be
mistaken with regard to the meaning of the treaty con-
cluded at his own court, and to whom it will not be very
decent to deny such a degree of veracity as may set him
at least on the level with a traitor and a hireling.

If the treaty of Vienna was an imposture, most of our
misfortunes are evidently produced by the weakness of the
minister; but even supposing it real, as it was only a for-
midable mockery, an idle threat, that could never be exe-
cuted, it was not necessary, that in order to obviate it, we
should give ourselves implicitly into the hands of Franco-
It was not necessary, my lords, that we should suffer
them first to elude the treaty of Utrecht, by making a port
at Mardyke, and then directly and openly to violate it by
repairing Dunkirk.   That this latter is a port contrary to
treaty, the bills of entry at the custom-house daily show;
and as the customs are particularly under the inspection
of the commissioners of the treasury, this man cannot plead
ignorance of this infraction, were no information given him
by other means.   If it should now be asked, my lords,
what, in my opinion, ought to be done, I cannot advise that
we should attempt to demolish it by force, or draw upon
ourselves the whole power of France by a declaration of
war, but what it may be difficult now to remedy, it was
once easy to obviate.

Had we shown the same contempt of the French power
with our ancestors, and the same steadiness in our coun-
cils, the same firmness in our alliances, and the same spirit
in our treaties, that court would never have ventured to
break a known solemn stipulation, to have exasperated a
brave and determined adversary by flagrant injustice, and